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whether the federal government intended to resist secession or only pro-
tect its property, the forts would be the key. As South Carolina was
making the first moves, the condition of the Charleston properties was
the most pressing. In this harbor there were three; two of them, Moultrie
and Pinckney, were ancient, but a new one was being constructed on a
shoal in the midst of the harbor. This was Fort Sumter: its completion
had particularly suffered from congressional economies. As Fate would
have it, however, some money had been appropriated so that building
could be resumed in the summer of 1860. On the eve of the November
election. Colonel John L. Gardner had a garrison at Moultrie of two
companies of the First Field Artillery, numbering sixty men, while
Captain J. G. Foster of the Engineers had nearly two hundred laborers
working to complete Sumter and to repair the rather neglected Moultrie.
Naturally this construction activity, thus accidentally resumed, appeared
to the Charleston populace as planned to thwart any attempt at seces-

sion.17

No sooner had word come of the opening moves in South Carolina
than rumors flew to Washington about the forts. On the day after Lin-
coln was elected an unverified report circulated at the capital that they
had been captured. President Buchanan was worried and went over
the whole matter with Floyd. He was particularly afraid of becoming
responsible for any quick act in Charleston. He told the Secretary to
see that the necessary arms, provisions, and reenforcements were sup-
plied. He warned Floyd that "if those forts should be taken by South
Carolina in consequence of our neglect to put them in defensible condi-
tion it were better for you and me both to be thrown into the Potomac
with millstones tied about our necks."18
Floyd reassured the President. He had recently heard from Foster
and had authorized the issuance of small arms to the workmen. He had
sent the assistant adjutant general, Fitz-John Porter, to Charleston on
election day to investigate and report. He soon learned that Gardner
was trying to protect himself; he had even then written Floyd request-
ing reenforcements and, the day after election, had ordered the weapons
and ammunition at the arsenal in the heart of the city carried out to the
forts for safe keeping. He feared a mob might seize them. When
Charleston learned that the transfer was to take place a crowd gathered